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ies  say,  has  been  unusually  successful 
In  bringing-  out  the  strong  features  of 
Lincoln's  face  a-s  shown  in  this  photo- 
tograph. 

Calls  It  His   Best, 

Patterson  lias  painted  twenty-eight 
miniatures  and  canvases  of  Lincoln. 
He  regards  this  as  the  most  satisfac- 
tory of  the  lot. 

Hewitt  Smith,  former  Major  James 
M.  Garland,  George  M.  Brinkerhoff, 
Mrs.  Martha  G.  Gehlman,  and  other 
pioneer  residents  who  knew  Lincoln 
have  approved  the  picture. 


Painted  in  Springfield  by 
William  Patterson. 

Springfield,  HI.,  April  27.— [Special.] 
— In  Lincoln  park's  new  administration 
building  is  to  hang  what  is  declared 
by  residents  of  Springfield  to  be  the 
best  portrait  of  Abraham  Lincoln  ever 
done  on  canvas.  It  is  the  work  of 
William  Patterson  of  Chicago,  who 
has  been  in  Springfield  since  early  in 
March  working  on  the  picture. 

"  Looks  Like  Lincoln.'' 

Patterson  came  here  to  do  his  paint- 
ing in  order  to  be  in  touch  with  old 
friends  and  neighbors  of  Lincoln.  They 
have  passed  judgment  on  the  work  and 
have  told  Patterson  that  it  "  looks  like 
Lincoln  when  he  lived  in  Springfield." 

It  is  painted  from  a  daguerreotype 
taken  in  this  city  in  1S5S  and  known 
as  the  German  picture.     Patterso,  crit- 


Patterson,   William 


"BEST  PORTRAIT" 
OF  LINCOLN  TO 

HANG  IN  CHICAGO 

Springfield,  111.,  April  27.— [Special.] 
— In  Lincoln  park's  new  administration 
building-  is  to  hang  what  is  declared 
by  residents  of  Springfield  to  be  the 
best  portrait  of  Abraham  Lincoln  ever 
done  on  canvas.  It  is  the  work  of 
William  Patterson  of  Chicago,  who 
has  been  in  Springfield  since  early  in 
March  working  on   the  picture. 

Patterson  came  here  to  do  his  paint- 
ing in  order  to  be  in  touch  with  old 
friends  and  neighbors  of  Lincoln.  They 
have  passed  judgment  on  the  work  and 
have  told  Patterson  that  it  "  looks  like 
Lincoln  when  he  lived  in  Springfield." 

It  is  painted  from  a  daguerreotype 
taken  in  this  city  in  1S58  and  known 
as  the  German  picture.  Patterson,  crit- 
ics say,  has  been  unusually  successful 
in  bringing  out  the  strong  features  of 
Lincoln's  face  as  shown  in  this  photo- 
graph. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2012  with  funding  from 

State  of  Indiana  through  the  Indiana  State  Library 


http://archive.org/details/artistsofabrplinc 


Large  Picture 
Will  Be  Shown 


A  large  size  portrait  ol  Abraham 
Lincoln  will  adorn  the  rostrum  in 
the  high  school  auditorium  for  the 
public  exercises  to  be  held  there  to- 
night commemorating  Lincoln's 
birthday  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Mid-day   Luncheon    club. 

The  portrait  is  the  work  of  Wil- 
liam  JEatterson.  of  this  city,  well 
known  painter  of  Lincoln  subjects, 
and  is  taken  from  the  Rice  photo- 
graph of  Lincoln,  which  was  made 
at  about  the  time  Lincoln  delivered 
his  Gettysburg-  address.  This  photo- 
graph is  regarded  as  being  the  best 
likeness  of  Lincoln  when  viewed  by 
daylight. 
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ABRAHAM  LINCOLN,  1809-1935: 

A  NEW  PORTRAIT  OF  THE 

GREAT  EMANCIPATOR, 

the    126th   Anniversary   of   Whose 

Birth    Will    Be    Observed    by    the 

Nation  Next  Tuesday,  Painted  by 

William  Patterson  of  Chicago  From 

the   Brady  Photograph  Known  as 

the  "V"  Lincoln  and  Used  on  the 

Five-Dollar  Bills. 

(Photo  by  Herbert  Georg  Studios.) 
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Dr.  Louis  A.,  barren, 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 

Dear  Dr.  Warren: 

I  have  a  very  fine  life  size  bust  painting 
of  Abraham  Lincoln  by  the  Late  '.Tilliam  Patterson  of  our  City. 
This  is  a  beautiful  piece  of  work  and  is  one  of  his  finest.  I  - 
purchased  this  from  Mr.  Patterson  shortly  before  his  death. 

You  are,  no  doubt, familiar  with  Mr.  Patterson's 
work  since  he  did  some  fine  painting  that  received  national 
comment.  I  am  interested  in  selling  this  painting  at  a  fair 
price  and  would  like  to  know  if  you  would  be  interested  in  it 
or  would  know  of  anyone  interested.  I  would  be  ;clad  to  make 
the  trip  over  to  show  it  to  you  or  send  it  to  .you  on  consign- 
ment. You  will  be  amazed  at  the  fine  qualities  in  this  painting 

You  can  just  drop  me  a  note  if  you  will  be  in- 
terested in  th  i  s  ]  sa  in  ting .  Th  ank  i  n§  you,  J^-^ve  ma  i  n 


1133  North  Fourth  Street, 
Springfield^-  Illinois. 


October  10,  19^1 


Mr.  K.  M,  Boeder 
1133  Rorth  Fourth  St. 
Springfield,  111. 

Dear  Mr  Boeder: 

Thank  you  very  much  for  calling  to  our  attention 
the  Patterson  painting  but  ve  have  a  policy  here  vhich  vo 
would  not  care  to  Interrupt  of  giving  commissions  to 
artists  who  give  various  Interpretations  of  Lincoln's  life 
so  we  are  not  In  the  field  for  aT,:  1*^8  such  as  you  suggest. 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAW:EB  Director 
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March  16,  l£l*S 


Mrs.  Mary  I*.  Thorapeon 
San  Gahriel,  California 

I^T  dear  Ifas.  Thtwagsont 

I  would  not  know  how  to  go  about  appraising  the 

Of  course  all  Lincoln  student*  ars  farailiar  with 
Mb  very  fine  work,  out  I  am  quite  sure  you  could  not  depend 
upon  Mr*  Fay  to  set  a  price  upon  the  items,  as  I  am  vary 
sure  from  other  appraisals  he  has  made,  that  he  is  far  afield 
from  what  Items  might  "bring  that  are  put  on  the  market.  Why 
do  you  not  trjr  the  Anderson  Galleries,  Bow  York  City.  It  seem 
to  me  they  would  he  more  apt  to  put  the  proper  appraisal  upon 
them* 

vary  truly  yours, 


LAV:EB  Director 


fat person,   William 
PAINTING    OF    LINCOLN    FOR    PARK 


Letters  Hold  New  Likeness 
Worthy  of  Saint  Gaud- 
ens  Statue. 


REPRODUCTION  OF  PORTRAIT  OF  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 
MADE  BY  WILLIAM  PATTERSON.  IT  WAS  PLACED  IN  NEW 
ADMINISTRATION  BUILDING  AT  LINCOLN  PARK. 
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Lincoln  park  now  possesses  an  oil 
painting  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  which 
is  claimed  to  be  as  good  a  likeness  as 
the  statue  of  the  great  president  by 
Saint  Gaudens,  known  around  the 
world.  The  portrait,  by  a  Chicago 
artist,  William  Patterson,  was  hung 
alj  the  new  administration  building  of 
the  Lincoln  park  board  today  by  Pres- 
ident David  H.  Jackson  of  the  Lin- 
coln park  commissioners,  with  the  as- 
sistance ot  Mr.  Patterson. 

The  portrait  depicts  Lincoln  with- 
out a  beard.  That  Is  the  way  he  was 
remembered  best  oy  those  who  knew 
him  in  Springfield.  Lincoln  did  not 
wear  a  beard  until  after  he  was 
elected  president. 

President  Jackson  has  had  prepared 
a  monograph  handsomely  bound  in 
morocca  containing  an  illuminated 
foreword  lollowed  by  a  number  of 
letters  from  surviving  residents  of 
.Springfield,  who  knew  Lincoln,  and 
who  have  seen  the  Patterson  portrait. 
Without  exception  these  acquaint- 
ances of  Lincoln  testify  to  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  likeness. 

Text  of  Foreword.  , 

The  foreword  is  as  follows: 

"Lincpln  park  in  Chicago  is  the 
greatest  monument  ever  created  in 
the  name  of  Lincoln,  and  when  the 
commissioners  of  the  park  in  1927 
built  the  administration  building  they 
determined  that  there  should  be 
placed  in  it  a  portrait  of  Lincoln 
'  worthy  of  him,  worthy  of  the  park 
and  worthy  to  be  associated  with  the 
famous  Saint  Gaudens  monument  al- 
ready located  in  the  park. 

"There  are  still  alive  a  few  people 
who  had  ample  opportunity  to  see  the 
great  emancipator  and  who  remem- 
ber him  clearly.    In  only  a  few  years 


none  of  them  will  remain.  It  ,vas 
hoped  that  a  picture  could  be  cre- 
ated which  would  meet  with  the  ap- 
probation of  those  remaining  asso- 
ciates of  Lincoln. 

"William  Patterson,  who  had  al- 
ready made  many  pictures  of  Lin- 
coln, several  of  them  in  miniature, 
was  commissioned  to  paint  the  por- 
trait and  how  well  he  has  succeeded 
is  best  shown  by  the  letters  bound  in 
this  volume.  About  the  only  limita- 
tion placed  upon  Mr.  Patterson  was 
that  he  paint  Lincoln  as  Illinois  knew 
him,  and  as  Lincoln  did  not  have  a 
teard  until  four  or  five  months  be- 
fore he  left  Illinois,  he  has  been 
painted  without  the  beard. 

"The  portrait  Is  based  upon  a 
photograph  made  in  Springfield  in 
1858  but  modified  slightly  as  the 
urtist,  in  painting  the  picture,  studied 
many  photographs,  paintings  and 
drawings  and  the  mask  of  Lincoln  in 
the  library  in  the  Centennial  build- 
ing at  Springfield,  111." 

/'Best  Likeness"  He  Ever  Saw. 

J.  M,  Garland,  general  agent  of 
the  Franklin  Life  Insurance  company 
at  Springfield,  under  date  of  April 
24,  says: 

"I  called  at  the  St.  Nicholas  hotel 
today  to  see  a  portrait  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  painted  by  William  Patter- 
son to' be  placed  in  the  administration 
building  in  Lincoln  park,  Chicago. 

"I  was  well  acquainted  with  Mr. 
Lincoln  from  my  early  boyhood  days 
up  tc.  thj  time  he  was  elected  p:esi- 
dent  and  left  Springfield  for  Wash- 
ington. For  some  years  I  was  bock- 
Keeper  in  the  store  of  E.  B.  Hawley,* 
where  Lincoln  traded.  I  had  occasion 
to  meet  him  frequently  in  the  ttore 
and  in  his  office,  where  I  went  to  col- 
lect his  account.  I  can  truthfully  say 
that  the  portrait  I  saw  today  is  not 
only  good,  but  is  the  best  likeness  I 
ever  saw  of  Lincoln." 


LINCOLN  MANUSCRIPT 

BOUGHT  FOE  $18,000 
New  York,  Dec.  l.-{JP)— The  original 
manuscript  °*  Abraham  Lincoln's 
speech  on  "sectionalism,"  delivered  in 
the  Fremont  campaign  in  1856,  has 
been  sold  for  $18,000  at  auction  to  Dr. 
A.  S.  W.  Rosenbach,  New  York  col- 
lector and  dealer.  The  manuscript, 
comprising  about  1,750  words  in  Lin- 
coln's handwriting,  was  the  property 
of  William  Latham  of  Lincoln,  I1L 
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MLxDuILD---     Paints  Lincoln  Portraits;  Restores  Pamtm^ 


Painting  portraits  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  is  a  combination  vocation 
and  hobby  with  a  Springfield  artist, 
William  A.  Patterson,  who  takes  es- 
pecial pride  in  his  miniatures  of  the 
former  president. 

Critics  of  his  work  say  that  there 
is  added  value  in  Mr.  Pattersons 
Lincoln  pictures  because  he  is  a 
"living  link"  painter:  he  interprets 
Lincoln's  character  after  long  dis- 
cussions with  the  few  men  now  liv- 
ing who  knew  Lincoln  and  who  re- 
side in  Springfield, 

Mr  Patterson's  work  reflects  accu- 
racy "in  portraying  his  subject  and 
shows  attention  directed  to  a  value 
sense  and  to  correct  tones. 

The  artist  made  his  first  Lincoln 
picture,  an  ivory  miniature,  about 
twenty  years  ago. 

Recently  Mr.  Patterson,  a  native 
of  Illinois,  painted  a  set  of  six  min- 
iatures for  the  state  historical  so- 
ciety which  are  now  on  display  in 
the  Lincoln  room  of  the  centennial 
building.  Five  are  of  Lincoln,  show- 
ing him  at  different  periods,  some 
with  and  others  without  his  beard, 
portraying  in  facial  expressions  the 
changes  in  Lincoln  as  he  grew  older. 
The  sixth  is  of  Mary  Todd  Lincoln 
All  are  done  in  somber  colors  and 
are  animated  and  natural.  They 
are  painted  on  ivory  and  are  three 
and  one-half  inch  ovals. 

The  historical  society  describes 
them  as  painted  "to  endure  without 
deterioration  for  centuries." 

Paul  Angle,  state  historical  libra- 
rian, speaking  of  Mr.  Patterson's 
many  paintings,  said  he  regarded  the 
artist  as  "a  fine  portrait  painter  and 
an  excellent  miniaturist." 

Mr    Patterson   was   born  in   Ma- 
comb and  was  actively  interested  in 
art  from  the  time  he  was  a  young 
man.    He  studied  at  Chicago  Art  in- 
stitute.   He  has  traveled  extensively 
in  the  middle  west  and  south,  paint- 
-ing-portratts  and  miniatures. 
'     His  Lincoln  portraits  cover  a  wide 
age-range  and  in  themselves  are  a 
story  of  the  man's  career.     One  of 
the  oils  which  Mr.  Patterson  painted 
is  from  an  original  picture  of  Lin- 
coln which  was  once  in  the  collec- 
tion   owned    by    the    late    Edward 
Payne  of  Springfield  and  which  was 
•old  to  the  University  of  Chicago. 
Another  oil  painting  of  Lincoln  by 
atterson   hangs   in   the   governor's 
oom  of  the  state  armory,  and  one 
f  Lincoln  as  a  young  man  hangs  in 
.ie  administration  building  in  Lin- 
coln park,  Chicago. 
Not  confining  his  interest  to  Lin- 
i  coin    pictures,    Mr.    Patterson    has 
painted  a  set  of  31  miniatures  of  all 
the  presidents  of  the  United  States. 
All  are  copies  of  the  most  accurate 
'  pictures  of  the  nation's  leaders  that 
were  available.    The  oval  miniatures 
are  framed  uniformly  in  dark  wood. 
The    white-haired    artist    enjoys 
doing  pictures  of  Springfield  citizens. 
"I  just  finished  a  life-size  oil  por- 
trait of  Willis  Spaulding,"  Mr.  Pat- 
terson said,  "and  I've  made  oils  of 
Hay    Brown,    Dr.    George    Stericker 
and  George  Gillespie." 

Mr.  Patterson  has  restored  about 
fifty  old  portraits,  including  one  of 
Shadrack  Bond,  the  first  governor  of 
Illinois. 

"Sometimes  people  ask  me  to  re- 
store a  portrait  that  has  been  in  the 
family   a   number   of   generations," 


wui.'ua  A.  Patterson,  Springfield  artist,  is  shown  with  one  of  the  oil  portraits  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
which  he  painted.  The  artist  has  done  twenty  -'.  u-es  of  Lincoln  more  than  any  other  hving  artist 
he  Sows.    His  special  hobby  is  miniature  pair  u  s  collection  of  31  presidents  of  the  United  States 

forms  a  background  for  the  Lincoln  portal* 
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the  artist  explained.  "I  clean  and 
renovate  old  pictures,  retouching 
;hem  when  necessary  and  reproduc- 
ing them  as  nearly  as  possible  in 
;heir  original  form,"  Mr.  Patterson 
said. 

Since  Mr.  Patterson's  death  thret 
/ears  ago,  Mr.  Patterson  has  livec 
n  Springfield,  residing  at  the  Elks 
:lub.  He  has  four  children  who  live 
n  Chicago  and  nine  grandchildren 
!>ne  of  his  daughters,  in  her  father's 
botsteps,  studied  in  Chicago  Art  in- 
titute  and  paints  in  her  leisun 
tme.      „ 


A  Family  Heirloom 

Thousands  of  guests  here  have  ad- 
mired a  v-ery  superb  and  life-like  minia- 
ture of  Lincoln  painted  on  ivory  by  Wm. 
Patterson,  a  Chicago  artist.  They  say  it 
looks  just  like  Lincoln  and  it  seems  just 
as  if  it  could  speak.  People  visit  the  his- 
torical rooms  and  att  galleries  and  the 
aristocratic  families  and  see  miniatures 
by  the  score  but  they  seldom  look  like 
the  person  portrayed.  The  artists  respon- 
sible say  that  is  because  they  are  ideal- 
ized. That  is  all  right  for  a  fancy  pic- 
ture but  most  people  want  the  real  moth- 
er, the  real  sister  or  brother.  Mr.  Pat- 
terson is  in  the  city  for  a  short  time 
painting  Lincoln  pictures  and  restoring 
historical  paintings.  It  is  a  real  oppor- 
tunity to  get  a  picture  that  will  be  a 
prized  heirloom.  Any  one  interested  can 
see  a  real  sample  here. 


The  Lincoln 
Portrait 


AMONG  the  many  fine  por- 
/■\  traits  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coin  is  that  called 
"  Lincoln  as  Illinois  Knew 
Him,"  painted  by  the  Chicago 
artist  William  Patterson, 
which  is  reproduced  in  full 
color  on  page  one  of  this  sec- 
tion today.  The  portrait, 
which  hangs  in  the  -adminis- 
tration building  in  Lincoln 
park,  is  one  of  the  few  show- 
ing Lincoln  without  a  beard. 
He  did  not  wear  a  beard  until 
shortly  before  he  left  Illinois 
to  begin  his  term  as  President. 

When  the  Lincoln  park  ad- 
ministration building  was  con- 
structed the  park  commission- 
ers reserved  a  panel  in  the 
board  room  for  a  Lincoln  pic- 
ture. Then  they  sought  a 
Lincoln  portrait  worthy  of 
the  place  of  honor  in  the  park 
bearing  his  name. 

"  When  we  sought  a  really 
fine  portrait,  however,  the 
only  one  we  could  find  was 
the  Payne  portrait  in  Spring- 
field, for  which  a  price  of  $10,- 
000  was  asked,"  said  David  H. 
Jackson,  then  president  of  the 
park  board.  "  Lincoln  stu- 
dents in  Springfield  suggested 
that  we  commission  Mr.  Pat- 
terson to  paint  one  for  us." 

The  park  board  asked  Artist 
Patterson  to  seek  to  recapturo 
the  likeness  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln as  his  Illinois  neighbors 
knew  him.  Patterson  had 
painted  numerous  miniatures 
of  the  martyred  President, 
like  James  Read  Lambdin, 
who  painted  Lincoln  from  life, 
and  he  was  thoroly  acquainted 
with  Lincoln  lore.  Patterson 
studied  every  photograph  ol 
Lincoln  he  could  find,  one 
taken  in  Springfield  in  1858 
proving  particularly  useful. 
He  made  measurements  from 
the  death  mask  available  in 
the  Lincoln  collection  in 
Springfield,  and  he  visited  and 
interviewed  Springfield  neigh- 
bors of  Lincoln  who  were  liv- 
ing at  the  time. 

When  the  portrait  was  fin- 
ished it  was  shown  to  these 
neighbors,  12  of  them.  All 
pronounced  it  an  excellent 
likeness  of  Lincoln  as  he  was 
in  Illinois.  The  letters  they 
wrote  concerning  the  picture 
were  published  by  Mr.  Jack- 
son in  a  booklet  describing  the 
painting  and  the  nature  of  Art- 
ist Patterson's  commission. 
The  portrait  was  hung  in  the 
Lincoln  park  board  room  in 
the  autumn  of  1927.  , 


p 


o 


X. 


i 


^ 


T) 


L 


